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CRISTOS ANESTH ~ CHRIST IS RISEN!
~ Pastor’s Message ~

The Feast of the Ascension of our Lord
The Orthodox Church recognizes and celebrates ten Great Feasts of the Lord, the one that is rarely 
experienced, by our faithful, is that of the Ascension of the Christ.  Perhaps the reason for this is the 
fact that the Ascension is always celebrated forty days after Pascha, which without fail, is always on a 
Thursday, thus, many of our faithful, are unable to experience this beautiful and moving celebration 
which, is comprised of many significant jewels pertaining to the lives of the disciples as well as our 
own.  These hymns touch upon both the human and spiritual aspect of humanity.

Therefore, I first want to focus on the personal emotions of sadness, despair, loneliness and 
abandonment, as well as the glimmer of anticipated hope, joy and protection, that these hymns 
convey.  It is these that the disciples experienced at this event. A hymn from the Vesper service of the 
Feast of the Ascension articulates this: 

When the Apostles saw You ascending in the clouds, Life-giving Christ, they frowned deeply, and 
mourned with tears saying, “leave us not orphans, O Master, Your servants whom You did love in Your 
mercy; for You are compassionate.  But send us Your most Holy Spirit as You did promise, to illumine 
our souls.

We cannot forget that the disciples had a most unique and intimate relationship with our Lord for 
three years.  It was during this period that they each experienced different sentiments and reactions 
of who this Christ really was. 

To be sure, our Lord Jesus Christ, was not an ordinary leader, or teacher of the faith.  To use the 
common vernacular, His style was definitely out of the box, compared to the religious leaders of His 
time.  It was following His Resurrection that His disciples finally were truly beginning to comprehend 
Who and what He was all about. 

As a result, with Him physically leaving them, now for good, they were defiantly experiencing the 
grief and the loss of a loved one and dear friend.  This is heard in the very cry to God; “leave us not 
orphans.”    

In other words, it is understood that Jesus Christ filled and touched their lives with hope, for 
something better for all.   In essence, these common fishermen needed and wanted something 
else to fill that void, that they were already experiencing, so that they could continue living life with 
that hopefulness.  What they desired was the Holy Spirit, but what this exactly meant to them was 
uncertain. 

This leads us up to the precise reason why the Feast of the Ascension of Christ is so important.  
Another of the hymns found in the Vespers states:

The Lord ascended to the heavens to send the Comforter in the world.  Wherefore, the heavens 
made ready His throne, and the clouds His mount.  The angels wonder as they see a man more 
exalted than they.  The Father receives into His bosom Him Who is eternally with Him.  The Holy 
Spirit commanded all the angels, lift your heads, O princes, and all your nations, clap your hands; for 
Christ has ascended where He was before.  

cont. on page 3
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SERVICE

To schedule a Trisagion or Memorial Service for
your departed loved one, please contact the

Church office. Please as a family prepare to receive
Holy Communion at these services. This is
where we meet our loved ones, the entire

Church, those among us and those that have left us.

PROSPHORA
If you would like to provide Prosphora for the

Service of Preparation at the Divine Liturgy, please
contact Diane Ferrara 843.884.6778 or Dianne

Rustin 843.849.0421. When providing the
Prosphora, it is important to give the priest the
names of your family’s living and departed ones
and to receive Holy Communion on that day.

DIVINE LITURGY PRAYERS
Every Sunday and Feast Day, your priest prays
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the Service of Preparation before the Divine Liturgy.
(Proskomidi). Father Ari will keep the names in
the Altar for 40 days. Please contact the Church
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FLOWERS
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Holy Trinity community, please contact Cleo
Stoucker 843-323-9477 or the Church office.
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Philoxenia Newsletter
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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
Any information, articles or pictures to be
published in the Philoxenia are due by the
15th of each month at 5:00pm. Please kindly
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newsletter@gocharleston.org.

PARISH MINISTRIES SUNDAYS AT HOLY TRINITY PARISH MINISTRIES
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In this hymn there are several interlocking themes.  First, it was necessary 
for our Lord to return to His Father in Heaven and assume His majestic 
place enthroned on the right hand of the God.  He is now returning to 
where He first came, being one with Father.  In addition, He returns to 
the Father with our human nature.   As a result, all humanity has access to 
God, and eternal life with Him. 

Second, as a result of this enthronement, the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, 
could now be sent down upon the believers. This they would experience 
ten days later at the Great Feast of Pentecost.

We know that the Holy Spirit will bring us in closer contact with our Lord 
than any human can.  The famous prayer to the Holy Spirit is that call and 
request to come and abide, to live, to take residence, literally to pitch its 
tent within us.  It is through this indwelling that His mind, will be our mind, 
His eyes will be our eyes, His speech will be our speech, and His actions 
will be our actions.

Third, this hymn is a parallel description 
of the icon of the Ascension, which 
depicts Christ returning to Heaven, 
being carried upon the clouds with 
two angels on each side and the cloud, 
represents the presence of God. 

Yet, there is a fourth dimension to 
this portrayal.  If one, who had little 
or no prior knowledge of the event 
taking place, were to gaze at this icon 
it could not be determined if Christ 
was ascending to Heaven or if He was 
making His return to judge the living and 
the dead, which is described in this next 
hymn: 

When the Galileans beheld You, O Word, 
ascending in the flesh from the Mount 
of Olives, they heard angels shouting 
unto them, “why do you stand gazing up?  
This same shall come in the flesh, in the 
manner that you have seen Him.”

In this hymn, the faithful are able to 
understand the reality that one day our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will return 
to judge the nations and bring all the 
faithful unto Him.

In fact, this is precisely what is articulated in the articles that we profess 
in the Nicene Creed:

“And He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  And He shall come again in glory to judge the living and the dead; 
Whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with 
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified; Who spoke through 
the prophets.”

When Jesus Christ returns in glory, it is believed that everyone will 
recognize Him.  Every eye will see Him, every knee will bow, and every 
tongue shall confess His Name.  When this will happen, is unknown.  This 
is the reason the Church calls us to have a vigilant watchfulness.

When our Lord returns, He will take us up into His presence, providing 
our hearts and minds are focused in that direction.  

He will come to deliver His people.  He will usher us into a new Heaven 
and Earth, where God will put away all tears.  In essence, there will be no 
pain, sorrow, suffering, or grieving, only the joy of eternal life.

This is the joy found in the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord.   It is 
a celebration of encouragement cheering us on, not to give up.   This 
delight can be seen in the Troparion or Apolytikion, the main hymn of 
this feast: 

You ascended in glory O Christ our Lord and God, and Your disciples 
were filled with joy, by the promise of the Holy Spirit unto them.  And 
through this blessing You did thus assure them, You are truly Son of God 
and the Redeemer of our souls.

May we too, experience this joy found in the Feast of the Ascension of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Pentecost a Time For Renewal
That first Pentecost was a time of power, 
a time of life, a time of enthusiasm, and 
a time of boldness in witnessing for 
Christ.  It was about miracles of healing 
and Divine Wisdom.  It was about God 
guiding and leading His people.  It was a 
time of excitement and joy.  

That was over 2000 years ago and for 
some,  they think that this was beginning 
and the end of the celebration. 

Yet the reality is Pentecost is not just the 
past, it is also today.  It is wherever there 
is a fervent faith in Jesus Christ, wherever 
there is prayer, wherever there are 
individuals waiting upon the Lord.  Where 
there is a real abiding in Christ through 
Holy Communion, there is Pentecost.  
And where there is Pentecost there 
is power, there is life, there is wisdom, 
there is joy, there is praise.  There is God 
within us, who is guiding, upholding us, 
overcoming, bringing good out of evil, 
loving, accepting, forgiving, uplifting, and 
resurrecting each and every one of us.

All this is given to us when we personally 
call upon the Holy Spirit to come and live within us.  Thus, in our prayers, 
let us ask Him to lead us in the way that we should go ask Him to…
…replace the tension within with Holy relaxation.
…replace the turbulence within with a sacred calm.
…replace anxiety within with a quiet confidence.
…replace fear within with a strong faith.
…straighten our crookedness.
…fill our emptiness.
…dull the edge of our pride.
…sharpen the edge of our humility.
…wash away our selfishness.
…heal our wounded spirits.
…bend our rigidity and guide our wandering feet.
…heal us according to your Holy Spirit.
…help me to think of others more and less of me. 
…give me the grace to be what I think I am, rather than what I am

Come Holy Spirit, Come Holy Spirit upon me and my family.   
Amen.

cont. from page 1
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BAPTISMS

Saturday, May 4, 2019
  Elliotte Marie Grant
    Daughter of Jacob & Jessica Clekis Grant
    Godparents:  Calista Clekis & Zoe Clekis
    Great Grandmother:  Olympia Clekis

Monday, May 13, 2019
  Athina Elysse Ramos
    Daughter of Daniel & Maria Ramos
    Sponsor:  Maria Georgiou

SACRAMENTS & SPECIAL BLESSINGS
April 16 - May 15, 2019

PLEASE RETURN FESTIVAL MAGNETS TO TOM 
MELETIS OR CLEO

PHILOPTOCHOS PRESIDENT’S APPRECIATION 
LUNCH HONORING PHYLLIS GATES
Saturday, June 1st 11:00 at Miss Rose’s.  The cost is $23.00 per person.  
Pre-paid reservations only. Please call Cleo for a reservation.

SAVE THE DATE VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL  JUNE 
10-13 (MON-THU)
9:00 am – 12:00 pm Ages 3-11 years old. For more information contact 
Brenda Alvanos: blalvanos@ aol.com

AHEPA meeting:
Monday, June 19th at 5:30 in the Hellenic Center.

Credit Card Availability:
Parishioners may now use credit cards for Stewardship, Memorial 
Donations and New Building Pledges. Please call the church office for 
more information.

College Connection Addresses Needed:
As our students begin planning to return to college in a few weeks, 
we remind them to please send their addresses to Fr. Ari at frari@
gocharleston.org so we may put them on the College Connection List. 
Regardless if you are staying at the same address, please let us know so 
we stay connected to you.

Altar Boys:
Any boy entering the 3rd grade this school year is welcome to serve in 
the Altar. frari@gocharleston.org.

PLEASE DO NOT EMAIL OR TEXT FR. ARI IF SOMEONE 
IS IN THE HOSPITAL
Please call him directly 419-450-0553 

JUST FOR TODAY
Just for Today:  I will live through this day only. I will 
not brood about yesterday or obsess about tomorrow. 
I will not set far reaching goals or try to overcome all 
of my problems at once. I know that I can do something 
for 24 hours that would overwhelm me if I had to keep 
it up for a lifetime.

Just for Today:  I will be happy. I will not dwell on 
thoughts that depress me. 

Just for Today: I will accept what is. I will face reality. 
I will correct those things I can correct and accept those 
I cannot.

Just for Today: I will improve my mind. I will 
read something that requires effort, thought and 
concentration. I will not be a mental loafer. 

Just for Today: I will make a conscious effort to be 
agreeable. I will be kind and courteous to those who 
cross my path, and I’ll not speak ill of others. I will improve 
my appearance, speak softly and not interrupt when 
someone else is talking. I will refrain from improving 
anybody but myself. 

Just for Today: I will do something positive to improve 
my health. If I’m a smoker, I’ll quit. If I am overweight, I 
will eat healthfully – if only just for today.  And not only 
that, I will get off the couch and take a brisk walk, even if 
it’s only around the block.

FALLING ASLEEP IN THE 
LORD

April 25, 2019
  Raymond Geiger

MEMORIALS
May 6, 2019
  Dr. Peter C. Gazes – 40 day Memorial

May their memories be eternal
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His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros  
(Lambriniadis) of America was born in 
1967 in Bakirköy, Istanbul. He studied at the 

Department of Pastoral Theology at the Theological 
School of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
graduating in 1991. In 1993, he completed postgraduate 
studies at the Philosophical School of the University of 
Bonn in Germany, submitting a dissertation entitled: 
“The Brothers Nicholas and John Mesarites.” He was 
ordained to the Diaconate in 1994 at the Patriarchal 
Cathedral and appointed Kodikographos (Scrivener) of 
the Holy and Sacred Synod.

In 1995, he was appointed Deputy Secretary of the 
Holy and Sacred Synod. From 1996-1997 he studied 
at the Theological School of St. John the Damascene in 
Balamand, Lebanon, where he advanced his knowledge 
of the Arabic language. In 2001, he presented a 
doctoral dissertation at the Theological School of the 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki under the title: 
“Severus of Antioch and the Council of Chalcedon” 
and was proclaimed a Doctor of Theology. In 2004, 
he was invited to Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School 
of Theology in Boston, where he taught as Visiting 
Professor for a semester.

In March 2005, at the proposal of His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, he was elevated 
by the Holy and Sacred Synod to the position of 
Chief Secretary and ordained to the priesthood by the 
Ecumenical Patriarch in the Patriarchal Cathedral. In 
2009, he submitted two dissertations to the Theological 
School of Thessaloniki and was unanimously elected 
Assistant Professor of Symbolics, Inter-Orthodox 
Relations, and the Ecumenical Movement.  

The dissertations are entitled: “The Synaxes of the 
Hierarchy of the Ecumenical Throne (1951-2004)” and 
“Luther’s Ninety-five Theses: Historical and Theological 
Aspects. Text - Translation - Commentary.”

In March 2011, he was elected Metropolitan of Bursa 
and in August of the same year was appointed Abbot 
of the Holy Patriarchal and Stavropegial Monastery 
of the Holy Trinity on the island of Halki. He has 
served as Orthodox Secretary of the Joint International 
Commission for the Theological Dialogue between the 
Orthodox Church and the Lutheran World Federation 
and member of the Patriarchal delegations to the 
General Assemblies of the Conference of European 
Churches and the World Council of Churches. He was 
the Secretary of the Pan-Orthodox Synods in Sofia 
(1998), Istanbul (2005), Geneva (2006), and Istanbul 
(2008). He has been a member of the Faith and Order 
Commission of the World Council of Churches  
since 1996.

On May 11, 2019 the Holy and Sacred Synod of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate unanimously elected 
Metropolitan ELPIDOPHOROS of Bursa to be the 
Archbishop of America

Archbishop-elect Elpidophoros. Source: Ecumenical Patriarchate

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
www.goarch.org • facebook.com/goarch • twitter.com/goarch

Let us join together in welcoming Archbishop-elect Elpidophoros! AXIOS! 
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CAPITAL FUNDRAISING PROJECT UPDATE
More than Bricks & Mortar - A Foundation of Faith for Our Future

by Jimmie Gianoukos, NBC Chair

Plans for our new Hellenic Center and Social Hall continue to progress. To date, Design Development 
Documents have been completed with corresponding cost estimates prepared and reviewed. A value 
engineering analysis has also been completed with recommendations of maintaining approved budgets 
approved by the New Building Committee.  The architects will be returning to the City of Charleston’s 
Board of Architectural Review in mid-June in pursuit of a preliminary approval of the design. The design 
team will also be working closely with the Technical Review Committee and other associated agencies 
having jurisdiction over approvals. Our goal is to have bids by early 4th quarter of this year with 
construction beginning soon thereafter. 

To date, we have a pledge total of $3,195,643.00, with only 50% of our faithful participating.  Of the total monies pledged, 
approximately 40% of these monies have been paid.  A big thank you goes out to all that have made their pledges and we urge 
those who have pledged to please keep up with the schedule to pay your monies towards your pledge.  We want all of the parish 
families to have an opportunity to have their name proudly displayed on the Wall of Honor in the lobby of our new Holy Trinity 
Hellenic Center.  The fundraising effort will kick back off in June for those who have not been able to make their pledge yet.  We 
will be calling on you and if you would like to pledge before you receive our call, please call Cleo at the Church office at 843-
577-2063 to make your pledge today!  If you should have any questions concerning this project, please contact Jimmie Gianoukos, 
Chairman of the New Building Committee, via e-mail at jimmieg@atsinc.net.  On behalf of Father Ari, Parish Council and the NBC 
Committee, thank you to the families and ministries listed below who have given as of May 1, 2019.

Agapion, Ashley & Jake & Aliki Magee
AHEPA Plato Chapter #4
Alexander, Patricia
Alfieris, Cyrus & Maria
Alissandratos, Asimoula Julia
Alvanos, Alke & Cindi
Alvanos, John & Brenda
Alvanos, Simeone
Anastopoulo, Angelo & Paula
Anastopoulo, Akim & Constance
Anastopoulo, Rosie
Anderson, +Lou & Kiki
Angelopoulos, Angelike
Antalis, Toni M.
Apostolou, Alex & Harriett
Ardito, Barbara
Balabushka, George & Carol & Jason Simons
Banis, Andrew & Caroline
Banis, Ernest
Barkas, Catherine
Block, +Fred & Marina
Bordieanu, Nicolae & Mona
Bornhorst, Barney & Maria
Botzis, +Pete & Shirley
Brees, Maria Kiehling
Bruggemann, Frona
Capadonis, John
Carabus, Daniel & Andreea
Carroll, +John and Frances
Carson, Philip
Cassano, Ellen
Castanas, Demetre

Castanas, Rita
Centennial Sponsors
Chakeris, +Themy & Nena 
Chakides, John & Claudia
Chambers, Louis & Kathleen
Chaplin, Cynthia D.B.
Chitty, Pamela L. & Kennard Kinley
Chronis, Nicholas & Sondra
Clekis, Nick & Lori
Clekis, Olympia
Cline, Ty & Cathy
The Constantine M. Cockinos Family
Collins, John
Contos, Ted & Pauline
Critikos, Alice Tellis
Critikos, James & Irene
Damaskos, Fr.  Ari & Presbytera Debbie
Damaskos, Demetrius & Cynthia
Dance Ministry
Darby, John & Georgia
DeLuca, Gregory & Christa
DeLuca, Peter & Linda
Demetre, James Peter
Demos, Andrew & Nitsa
Demos, Dr. Harry & Lindsey
Demos, Hannah Hall
Demos, Sarah Catherine
Diasourakis, Kiki
Drake, Speros
Dugan, Dan & Erica Rouvalis
DuPree, John & Mina
Economou, Dr. Peter

Economy, Victor J. & Theodora Spetseris
Fassuliotis, Dennis
Ferderigos, Phillip & Lauren & Family
Ferrara, Bernie & Diane 
Finnegan, Dr. G. Thomas & Family
Firilas, Tony & Kim
Florence, Hope
Forsberg, Eric & Renie
Forsberg, Tony & Rachael 
Frehse, Bill & Jami
Frehse, Will & Alexis
Ganacoplos, Michael & Jane
Gaspar, Dr. George & Inessa
Gates, Michael & Phyllis
Gazes, +Peter & Athena
Gianaris, Ted
Gianoukos Family 
Gigis, George & Mary Ann
Glover, Cregg & Alexis
Grayson, Michael & Hope
Greek Festival
Greek School
Grisette, Theodora Gigis
Hammond, Joey & Kelly
Hellman, Randall
Hilyer, Randy & Tula
The Hitopoulos Family
Holy Trinity Choirs
Huge, Harry & Reba
Jager, Michael & Melanie
Jonas, Brent & Deborah
Kanellos, Hamilton 
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Karahalis, George & Mary Elizabeth
Karnazes, George & Joyce
Kiehling, Angela
Kliossis, Georgia Spell
Kliossis, Victor
Kolgaklis Family
Kontenakos, Tia
Kordonis, Koula
Kordonis, Pano & Angela
Kosmos, Stanley & Lucy
Larkin, Ray & Mache
Latto, Anna’s Children & Grandchildren
Latto, Barbara
Latto, Catherine
Latto, Eleni
Latto, +Nicholas & Joanna
Latto, Tim & Maria
Latto, Toula
Lavelle, John & Mary Lee
Leadership 100
Lempesis, Basil & Laurie
Lempesis, Pete
Leventis, George & Phyllis
Leventis, Nick 
Lewis, Walt & Kate
Liollio Family
Lykos, +George & Janet
Magoulas, Constan
Magoulas, Mike & +Toula
Magoulas, Ross
Maltezos, Drs. Christos & Mary
Manos, Athena
Manos, Constantinos “Dino” & Connie
Manos, Dr. Peter & Jane
Manos Family Properties, LLC
Manutes, Bobby & GeeGee
Mashead, Diane 
Meletis, Stephanie
Meletis, Tom & Effie
Michael, Helen & Haris
Miehe, Thomas & Maryann
Misoyianis, Johnny
Monocrusos, George & Patricia
Montgomery, Thelma
Morfesis, Jackie
Morris, +George & Cissy
Moshovites, James & Zoe
Moskos, Carol
Moskos, Jesse

“For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for welfare
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

Jeremiah 29:11

Jimmie Gianoukos, Chair
843-214-1700
jimmieg@atsinc.net

www.helleniccentercharleston.com

If you pledged or donated to the New Building Fund and your name is not listed above, please call or email Cleo Stoucker at  
843-577-2063 or office@gocharleston.org.

Moskos, Pat & Jerry
Moskos, Stella
Mueller, James & Rene
Nassos, Pete & Georgia and Family
Norton, Darice
Oprisan, Sorinel & Ana
Palassis, Barbara
Palassis Family
Rose Palassis Family
Palles, Chris & Donna
Pappas, +Aphrodite
Pappas, +Constan
Pappas, Drs. Alex & Ann
Pappas, Dr. Ted
Pashos, Leo & Despina & Family
Paulatos, Pete & Summer
Perry, John & Mary
Petko, Ron & Margie
Philoptochos, St. Irene Chapter
Polites, Chris & Sabrina
Poparad, Jay & Christa
Protopapa, Paul Michael
Remmington, Denny & Litsa
Rodes, Anthony & Demetra
Roupas, Charles & Helen
Ruby, Mark & Billie
Samios Family
Scalco,  Aleksandra & Salvatore
Schultz, Henry & Christine
Sherman Charitable Trust
Sherman, Howard B.
Sherman Trust Fund
Sourlis, Peter & Stephanie
Stamatiades, George & Anna
Stamatiades, Jr., George & Lawrie
Stamatiades, John N.
Stamatiades, Nick & Despina
Stamatopoulos, Dimitrios & Hara
Stamas, Carol
Stavrinakis, Leon
Stavrinakis, Michael & Karen
Stoucker, Cleo
Tellis, Vera
Theos, Helen
TIAA Charitable
Trapales, Frances “Froso” 
Rev. Nicholas C. Trivelas Library
Tsiropoulos, Nick
Tsivelekidis, Athanasios, Mary & Evangelos

CAPITAL FUNDRASING PROJECT UPDATE
Tsurutis Family
Tumboli, Joan
Turner, Bill & Andrea
Vallis, Spiro C.
Velonaki Ministry
Verma, Vino & Elaine
Veronee, Michael & Sandra
Vlahogiannis, George
Vournakis, +John & Karen A.
Vozikis, George & Lena
Wade, Michael
Wade, Mike & Elizabeth
Weir, Owen & Catherine Perry
Westerfelhaus, Ph.D., Robert & Penny
Wood, Bruce & Vera
Xidis, Robert
Yaschik Foundation
Zakhary, Jonathan & Robin
Zakis, Conrad & Susan
Zecopoulos, Telis & Denise
Zervos, +Nicholas J. and Angeline
Zervos, +Peter & Mary
                      
  
   
     



The Philoxenia 8JUNE & JULY 2019

As of May 16th, we have collected $229,493.00.  102 Pledge cards have been submitted pledging $200,852.00.   
Our 2019 Stewardship goal is $551,100.00.
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Submitted by Deborah Jonas

Palm Sunday Luncheon
Thank you to everyone who helped make the 
Palm Sunday luncheon a success. With your 
support, we are happy to announce that our 
chapter will be donating $2000 to benefit 
Hellenic College Holy Cross! 

Operation Classroom
As part of a national Philoptochos initiative, chapters across the 
United States n adopt and support underserved schools in their 
community. Most recently, our chapter paid for one boy from 
Mitchell Elementary to go to summer camp. We also purchased 
and donated 110 ponchos for Mitchell and donated several 
book bags and golf shirts. The 5th grade boys were motivated to 
earn the shirts with good behavior.

Membership
Currently, we have 102 members for the 2019 calendar year. 
There is still time to join – simply mail your stewardship to the 
church (payable to Philoptochos) or put in the Philoptochos 
mailbox in the copy room. All women and men are welcome!

Greekfest
A HUGE thank you to all who generously contributed their 
time baking, boxing, and working at the festival for our pastry 
booths. We especially appreciate Erica Rouvalis for leading the 
charge. We are happy to report that all pastries sold out!

Cookbook Sales Durring Greekfest
Upstairs Pastries:   6 books sold
Outside Pastries:   14 books sold
Outside Grocery:   19 books sold* 
 * Winner for the most cookbooks sold! 

 Total:  39 cookbooks sold at $25 each for $975 donation to the 
Greek Festival from Philoptochos.

Philoptochos Costa Pappas Service Scholarship
This scholarship is offered to worthy high school graduates and 
currently enrolled college students who demonstrate exemplary 
church and community service and meet the following criteria: 
Applicant or applicant’s parents must be current stewards of 
the Greek Orthodox Church of the Holy Trinity Charleston, 
SC.  Each applicant must be of the Orthodox Faith and a 
participating member of Holy Trinity at least one (1) year prior 
to April 1 of the current year. The scholarship applicant must 
enroll in an academic program in a university. The student must 
have a minimum 2.5 GPA.  A Parent must be a paid steward of 
Philoptochos or Applicant is a paid member of Philoptochos.  
One high school senior and one college student will each be 
awarded $500.  Applications are available at the Church office 
or contact Kelly Hammond (thehamfam4@bellsouth.net) 
for an emailed copy.  Applications  must be hand-stamped by 

PHILOPTOCHOS
Cleo Stoucker or postmarked, by 5pm June 28.  Awards will be 
announced by July 31.  

Philoptochos Board
A final thank you to our outgoing board led by President Phyllis 
Gates. We appreciate your  dedication over the past two years to 
fulfill our mission to help the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the 
aged, the sick, the unemployed, the orphaned, the imprisoned, the 
widowed, those with disabilities and the victims of disasters.

Enjoy the breezy taste of the coast all summer long with this dish 
from Popular Greek Recipes

Highlighted by: Andrea Turner

Shrimp Artichoke Salad 
Yield 6 servings

3 Tablespoons olive oil        
1 pound boiled shrimp, peeled
3 Tablespoons lemon juice        
1 (15 oz.) can artichokes, drained
Dash of pepper         
2 Tablespoons toasted sesame seeds
2 Tablespoons chives        
4 hard cooked eggs, chopped
½ teaspoon salt
2 Tablespoons chopped fresh parsley

Whisk together oil, lemon juice, pepper, chives, salt and parsley.  
Combine shrimp, artichokes, sesame seeds and eggs.  Pour on 
dressing and toss lightly to coat.  

The 60th Anniversary, 
17th edition of Popular 
Greek Recipes is for 
sale weekdays in our 
Church office for 
$24.95, and on Sundays 
in the Rev. Nicholas C. 
Trivelas Library and 
Bookstore.

JUNE RECIPE OF THE MONTH
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PARISH LIFE



The Philoxenia 11JUNE & JULY 2019

GOOD FRIDAY



The Philoxenia 12JUNE & JULY 2019

PASCHA GLENDI
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Dear Members of Holy Trinity:

Greetings in the Name of the Risen Lord!

What a Festival weekend! We had beautiful weather all weekend, fantastic crowds, 

delicious food and dedicated members and friends of the parish came out and made 

our “49th Greek Festival” a great success. Once we tabulate all the receipts, we will 

give a report on our profits.

What was moving about the festival was the spirit and camaraderie that was 

promoted. To be sure, planning and putting on a festival of such magnitude is a 

lot of hard work, especially following Pascha. Yet through everyone’s efforts, it did 

something even greater. It produced fellowship amongst everyone gathered, host 

and guest alike. It is precisely times like these where we meet our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, we offer to Chair Tom Meletis our great gratitude for his efforts and all of 

our volunteers a huge, heartfelt thanks. Throughout the weekend we heard nothing 

but compliments from our guests as to how friendly and courteous our members 

were. All we can say is, we agree and say bravo Holy Trinity.

+Fr. Ari
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Prayer at the End of 
the Academic Year

O Lord, grateful of Thy great 
benefits which Thou hast so richly 
bestowed upon us in Thy loving-
kindness, we bless and give thanks 
to Thee and we beseech Thee to 
look graciously upon us and these 
graduates, who have completed 
their courses of study. Pour into 
their hearts, minds, and upon 
their lips, the spirit of wisdom, 
understanding, piety, and godly fear; 
enlighten them with the light of 
Thy knowledge, and bestow upon 
them strength and steadfastness, 
that they may quickly apprehend 
and willingly embrace all that they 
have received which is good and 
profitable, and in accordance with 
Thy divine law.

Grant that they grow in wisdom 
and understanding. May they 
prosper in good works for the 
glorification of Thy holy Name. 
Give them health and long life that 
they may labor for the building up 
and glory of Thy holy Church, this 
nation, and of all Thy people.

For Thou art a God, Who is mighty 
in mercy and gracious in strength, 
and to Thee we send up glory: to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 
unto the ages of ages. Amen.

(Prayer from:  https://orthodoxdelmarva.org)

POST GRADUTE DEGREE RECEIPIENTS

Perry Stamatiades, son of George and 
Lawrie Stamatiades, graduated from MUSC with a 
Doctorate in Dental Medicine!  In July, he will be 
moving to Lumberton,  North Carolina for a one 
year residency program, known as an AEGD.  He 
will work at a clinic that is managed by Eastern 
Carolina University, under the mentorship of 
some very seasoned and knowledgeable dentists 
in order to advance his skillset beyond what 
he achieved in dental school. Once the year is 
over, I hope to come back and practice in the 
Lowcountry if the opportunity provides!

“It meant a lot for me to be able to complete my 
education here in my hometown – I have to thank 
the incredible support I received from family, 
friends, and the church community at large.”

Deacon William Damaskos, the son of Rev. Aristotle & Presbytera Damaskos, 
graduated from Holy Cross School of Theology in Brookline, MA with a Masters of 
Divinity.  He was ordained a priest on May 26 at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 
in Clearwater, FL then be assigned in the Metropolis of Atlanta.  He is married to 
Diakonisa Julianne Damaskos and they have a daughter,  Anna Jean.

Nicholaos J Bohren, son of 
Jim and Kate Bohren, is graduating 
from the university of Nebraska 
Medical School with a Masters in 
Perfusion.  He will be working at 
Denver Medical Center in Colorado. 
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COLLEGE GRADUATES
Mary Virginia Alvanos, daughter 
of Cindy and Alke, will be graduating 
from St Mary of the Woods College 
in Terre Haute, Indiana on May 
11th with a bachelors degree in 
psychology and a minor in law.  She 
will begin the Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling graduate program at 
Indiana State University in June. 

Dionna Alexandria Damaskos, 
daughter of Rev. Aristotle & Presbytera 
Debbie Damaskos, graduated from  
Grand Valley University in Grand 
Valley MI with honors with a Special 
Education degree. She  hopes to get a 
position as a Special Education Teacher 
in the Grand Valley/Grand Rapids area.

Hannah Hall Demos, daughter of 
Harry and Lindsey Demos, graduated 
from the University of Mississippi 
in Oxford, MS on May 11, 2019. She 
received her Bachelors of Science 
degree in Dietetics and Nutrition. 
Hannah has been accepted to the 
accelerated BSN program at the 
University of Mississippi and will 
begin in August of this year. Following 
graduation next July, Hannah’s goal is to 
work as a trauma nurse and continue 
to work  with medical missions as she 
has done in Haiti for several years. 

Elenni Kamaratou  is graduating 
from the College of Charleston with 
a major in Senior Piano Performance. 
Elenni is in the sudion of Dr. Paul 
Sanchez. She studies Music Theory/
Composition with Dr. Yiorgos 
Vassilandonakis and Music History 
with Dr.  Blake Stevens. In November 
2017, Eleni performed the Grieg Piano 
Concerto in A minor conducted by 
Yuriy Bekker. Eleni will continue her 
graduate studies in  music in New York. 

Anna Katherine Klein, daughter 
of Jim and Tina Klein is graduating 
from the University of Tampa, with 
a degree in Marine Science-Marine 
Biology and a minor in Environmental 
Science.  Anna Katherine doing a 
marine biology internship on marine 
bacteria and viruses in Tampa. 
 

Gabriel Lewis is graduating with 
a BS in Biology from the Citadel.  He 
is going to Arizona as an Army Signal 
Corps officer (2nd Lieutenant). This 
is his job at the Army.  While at the 
Citadel, Chrysoula Malogiani and 
Iordanis Karagiannidis were his host 
family.

Andy Turner, son of Bill and 
Andrea Turner will graduate from 
Clemson University with a BS in 
Marketing. He plans to pursue 
a fulltime freelance videography 
career based out of Greenville, SC. 

Elaina Nickole Samios, 
daughter of  Nickole and David 
Samios, graduated from University 
of South Carolina with a degree in 
Psychology.  In the Fall, Elaina will join 
her mom in the Real Estate busines.  



The Philoxenia 18JUNE & JULY 2019

HALI  ANASTAPOULOU EVYENIA ALEXANDRA 
APOSTOULOU

CALISTA CLEKIS CAROLINE GRAY 
FORSBERG

BENJAMIN MICHAEL  
GATES

LENA HALL PETE JONAS STELLA MARIA 
KATSOULAKIS

MARINA ELISE LATTO MICHAEL MOSKOS ANABELLE SOPHIA  
POLITES

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
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at school and in the community.  She was a Special Olympics Mentor, 
Special Education Lunch Buddy  and counselor at Good Sheppard's Camp 
for Autistic Children.  She has been a cheerleader, swam for both her 
school and Crowfield swim teams and has been awarded the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes.  Academically gifted, she has received multiple 
awards including Stratford High Senior Student of the Month, National 
Beta Club membership,  was in the  Fellowship of Christian Athlete 
and was the Vice President of the National French Honor's Society.  
She was an intern for SpaWar.   She has awarded many scholarships 
for college and recently was awarded the Berlin G. Myers Scholarship 
from the Summerville Mayor's Committee. She has also participated 
in the Holy Trinity Vacation Church School and danced with the Icarus 
group. This summer, Lena will be attending the Ionian Village with a 
scholarship and will also be a counselor at St. Thekla Orthodox Camp.  
 
Pete Jonas, son of Deborah and Brent Jonas will graduate with honors 
from Wando High School and the AP Academy with Highest Distinction.  
He plans to attend Clemson University in the fall, majoring in Sports 
Communication. This year,  Pete served as GOYA President and head Altar 
Boy. He is a five time participant in the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical 
Festival. In his senior year, Pete was the Wando High School Student 
Body President, a Warrior Ambassador, school tour guide, and the official 
videographer for Wando Athletics. He served as Executive Director 
of  WandoTHON, a Dance Marathon benefiting the construction of 
the Shawn Jenkins Children's Hospital which raised $35,958.50. Pete 
also was on the Fellowship of Christian Athletes Leadership Board 
and a member of National Honor Society, AP Academy, and Beta Club.  
 
Stella Maria Katsoulakis, daugher of Manoli and June Katsoulakis, 
is graduating from Goose Creek High School and Berkeley Center for 
the Arts.  She is not only a talented dancer, but also a member of the 
National Honor Society.  Stella discovered her passion for dance early 
on when her mom took her for her first dance class at the age of 2 
and a half.  Over the years, she honed her dancing skills by taking all 
forms of dance classes - ballet, tap, jazz, contemporary, etc.  Currently, 
she dances at Planet Dance Center for the Arts where she also teaches.  
She is a senior member of the competition team and has won many 
high gold and platinum awards and was named Dancer of the Year for  
2018-2019.   Stella has been Greek dancing at Holy Trinity since the age 
of 5 and is senior member of the award winning Icarus dance group.   
In the Fall, Stella will attend Trident Technical College and 
plans to transfer to College of Charleston in order to 
major in Early Childhood Education and Dance Education.   
 
Marina Elise Latto, granddaughter of Maria and Tim Latto and daughter 
of Tony Latto, will be graduating with honors, on May 30, from Westlake 
High School, Austin, Texas.  She will attend the University Of Houston 
School Of Architecture and will participate in The Honors College. 
 
Michael Moskos, son of Dino and Karen Moskos, will be graduating 
from Charleston County School of the Arts with a vocal major.  A gifted 
vocalist and performer, he has been selected for Allstate Honor Choir 
every year, performed at Carnegie Hall, performed with the Charleston 
Youth Company for 10 years, and various local community theatre groups.  
He has also been a valued member of the Holy  Trinity Icarus dance 
troupe since he was xyz years old.  He has participated in multiple service 
projects, including co-chairing the Angel tree project at Liberty Hill.  
Academically, he has been a member of the National Honor Society and 
a CCSD Board Scholar.  Michael will be heading to College of Charleston 
Honors College in the fall, where he will be majoring in Arts Management. 
 
Annabelle Sophia Polites, daughter of Chris and Sabrina Polites,  
is graduating from All Saints Academy.  She will attend Trident Technical 
college in the fall where she plans on pursuing a nursing degree. She also 
plans on transferring to an ROTC program and wants to be an Army officer. 

Hali Anastapoulou, daughter of Akim and Constance 
Anastapoulou,  is graduating in June from Lycee Francais de Los 
Angeles. She will be attending American University in Washinton, 
DC in the fall. She was MVP and captain of her HS basketball team.  
 
Evyenia Alexandra Apostolou "Evy", daugher of Harriet and Alex 
Apostolou, will graduate from Wando High School.  For her academic 
achievements, she earned a DePaul's Scholar Award and scholarship. 
In the Fall, she will attend DePaul University in Chicago and plans to 
study Digital Media and Film.  Not only academically gifted, Evy is a well 
rounded young woman.  She did a semester at The Outdoor Academy 
in Brevard, NC., a leadership program and semester school.  She also 
was a member of a National Youth Leadership Forum at New York Film 
Academy's summer program.  At Wando, she was a 4 year sailor for her 
award winning high school's team.  In addition, she was a member and 
editor of TribeTalk, Wando's news show and in her junior year was its 
director, writer and videographer.   Evy was also a contributing writer and 
videographer of the online edition of the Tribal Tribune, Wando's newspaper.  
 
Calista Clekis, daughter of Nick and Lori Clekis, will graduate 
from the James Island Charter High School May 2019.  While in High 
School, she had excelled in AP and honors courses which provided her 
the opportunity to study abroad at Pinewood American International 
School in Thessaloniki, Greece.  While in Greece, she participated in 
the International Baccalaureate program.  This experience broadened 
her interest in International Business and plans to pursue that as her 
major while attending USC.  In the Fall of 2019, she will be attending 
the University of South Carolina, Darla Moore School of Business. 
 
Caroline Gray Forsberg, daughter of Tony and Rachel Forsberg, 
will graduate from the Charleston County School of the Arts with 
numerous distinctions including the “SOA Credential” which is awarded 
by the school for completing at least 40 hours of community service 
and for completing a Senior Thesis in her major (vocal).  Gray has been 
recognized numerous times for her outstanding academic achievements 
and for her incredible vocal talents.  She has performed at Carnegie Hall 
in NYC twice and has consistently been selected as a member of the All 
County and All State Choirs. This year, she was recognized as a Charleston 
County School District Board Scholar for maintaining at least a 4.25 GPA 
and she was also selected by the SC Commission on Higher Education as 
a South Carolina Palmetto Fellow, being awarded a significant four year 
scholarship to the college of her choice.  At her recent Seniors Award 
night, Gray was also honored by her teachers and school administrators 
with the Vera Smyth Award and Scholarship for her “integrity, humor, and 
simple basic decency along with a dedication to education and having 
earned the respect of her teachers who recognize what a unique gift she 
will be to the world in the future".  Here at Holy Trinity Gray has led the 
Greek dance troop, Icarus, to multiple awards with her superior vocals, 
dance skills and energy, not to mention blessing us each year with the 
gift of her beautiful voice during the Christmas Pageant.  Next year Gray 
will be attending The University of South Carolina Honors College and 
majoring in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. She hopes to attend 
medical school after college.  
 
Benjamin Michael Gates, son of Michael and Phyllis Gates will 
graduate from Oceanside Collegiate Academy.  While in High School, he 
played as a defender for 3 years on the varsity soccer team, ranked #1 
AA soccer team in the state.  He will graduate with 37 college credits, 
has earned the South Carolina Life Scholarship and plans to attend 
Trident Technical College in the fall to study electrical and HVAC trades.   
 
Lena Hall, daughter of Corey and Stephanie Hall, will be graduating 
from Stratford High School.  In the fall, she will attend Coker University 
in Hartsville, SC and plans to major in Elementary and Special 
Education.  Lena has been active in many clubs and organizations, both 
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GRADUATING SENIOR DANCERS
Calista Clekis, Gray Forsberg, Lena Hall, Stella Katsoulakis, and Michael Moskos have been part of the Icarus dance group since its very 
beginning.  Over the years, they performed at every Holy Trinity Greek Festival, and proudly represented our parish at each Helenic 
Dance Festival that they attended.  Together as a team, they brought home many awards that are displayed in the trophy case upstairs 
in the Hellenic Center.  This past year they brought home the gold medal for their brilliant performance.  

They danced as a group for the last time on Sunday May 12th.  At the end of their performance,  Eleni Hopes, Director of the Dance 
Ministry, tearfuly aknowledged these five dancers and gifted each of them an icon of to protect them as they go on to College.  It was 
a bitter-sweet, emotional send off.  

As they enter the next phase of their education, we wish them all the best and hope that they will continue proudly representing their 
Greek heritage.  We know that they will always look fondly back on the experiences they had had with each other, and their Greek 
dance teachers,  Eleni Hopes, Tina Klein and Chrysoula Malogianni.  

From Mrs.  Eleni Hope’s speech on 5/12/19

At this time we would like to 
acknowledge our graduating seniors 
who have faithfully shown up for 
practices, performances, and fund 
raisers since most of them started at 
the age of 5 or 6.

Seniors, we have proudly watched 
you grow into the (almost) adults and solid members of our 
community that you are.

We hope you will remember some of the lessons we have tried 
to instill in you, both in dance and in life.  

Remember, family isn’t just blood relatives, but also those who 
have taught, inspired, and loved you.  We are all your family.

We wish you all well as you soar into adulthood and send with 
you our prayers, our love and an icon to watch over you in your 
dorm rooms.  

God bless you.  We love you.
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An emotional last performance and fare well for the seniors and their teachers.
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REV. NICHOLAS C. TRIVELAS LIBRARY & BOOKSTORE

A Religious Education Ministry Dedicated to the Glory of God

LIBRARY

MEMORY
We gratefully acknowledge the following books and donations to our Library:

PETER CHRISTOPHER GAZES
 SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY – 3 Vols. gift of Athena Gazes
 COMMENTARY ON THE PSALMS - 3 Vols. gift of Michael & Hope Grayson 
                                                                                                           Ty & Cathy Cline
                                                                                                           Blount & Joanne Ellison
 DONATION gift of Sylvia Trapalis  
 DONATION gift of Col. Ret. Robert S. Poydasheff 

Our Church Library is home to over 4,000 volumes which so many of our parishioners have enjoyed checking out. Every book, video 
and DVD in our beautiful Library collection has been donated by you, our parishioners. We have a circulating library because of your 
generosity and love of this Ministry of our Church.

HOW TO DONATE BOOKS AND DVDs TO THE LIBRARY DURING CONSTRUCTION:
1) Contact Hope Grayson at library@gocharleston.org and she will send you a list of donor books and DVDs, including prices, that 

are currently available for donation. If you prefer, you may call Hope at 843-224-6141 to discuss your donation. 
2) Tell Hope that your donation is in Honor or Memory of a loved one, or to the Glory of God.
3) An acknowledgement card will be sent to the honoree or to the family of the person being memorialized. 
4) A book plate will be placed in the book or DVD acknowledging the donor, as well as the honoree or the person memorialized, 

and will include the date. 
5) Once the new Library is open after construction, your donated book or DVD will be placed on the Library shelves for our 

parishioners to check out and enjoy.

THE FOLLOWING BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR DONATION TO THE LIBRARY:

Orthodoxy 101 - $14.00 Anxious for Nothing - $23.00 Grown-Up Faith - $23.00
Jesus Crucified - $18.00 Unshakable Hope - $23.00 Orthodox Reality - $35.00

BOOKSTORE
OUR CHURCH BOOKSTORE IS STILL OPERATING DURING CONSTRUCTION.

 Please contact Hope Grayson for information. 
The Bookstore can still provide you with items for 

WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS, BIRTHDAYS, and ALL OCCASIONS

Library website: gocharleston.follettdestiny.com                 STAFF: Hope Grayson, Director 
Email: library@gocharleston.org         Speros Drake, Mary Lawandales, Nitsa Demos, 
                 Rosie Dursse, Athena Crofts, Manoli Davani Grayson,
                 Frances Carroll, Sylvia Trapalis

                                                                                             Athena Gazes, Founder & Director Emeritus
                             

“Faith will see great things”    JOHN 1:43-51
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Do you know of a young person from 
Holy Trinity whose hard work has been 
recognized?  We would love to feature 
them in the Philoxenia.  

Please email newsletter@goarch.org 
with the details.  


